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Affidavit of XXXXX XXXXXXXX



I, XXXXX XXXXXXXX, first being duly sworn, deposes and states the following to be true under penalty of perjury:

1.
I am a high school special education teacher and have been since 1994.

2.
I met Marcia Sherrill in approximately 1988 when I was 26 years old.
3. 
She has been exceedingly supportive and helpful to me and my family over the period that I have known her.

 4. 
Ever since my family moved back to New York in 1994, she has been very generous and caring to us, especially my daughter, XXXXX XXXXXXXX. 

5. 
On many occasions she has gone out of her way to arrange get-togethers with my daughter, XXXXX XXXXXXXX and her daughter, Anabelle Kleinberg Sherrill. Often she has made interesting plans for the two and brought them to wonderful places. 

6. 
I have seen her many times be extremely loving and caring with her daughter, speaking with her in a manner that suggests she both cares for her deeply and has her best interests in mind. She is always focused on her daughter when she is with her and gives her attention and affection in great quantities.

7. 
Anabelle has clearly developed a strong bond with her mother as can be seen by the way in which they interact with each other. She communicates with her easily and seems to be able to talk with her about anything. 

8. 
My daughter has told me how often she has been able to have deep and thoughtful conversations with Marcia unlike discussions she is able to have with any other adult. My daughter feels that Marcia is a sympathetic and compassionate person who really understands children and their needs, particularly own those of her own daughter, Anabelle.

9. 
As a teacher and one who professionally works with children, I can attest to the fact that Marcia has a rare ability to connect with children and understand their needs and desires, even when they are not easily able to communicate them.  
10.
I have seen Marcia use these skills as a mother to develop a wonderful and meaningful relationship with her daughter.
11. 
In my opinion, separating Marcia from her daughter, Anabelle, would be terribly detrimental to Anabelle’s development. 
12.
In my professional and personal opinion, I think that Marcia is a wonderful mother to Anabelle and that Anabelle’s well-being would be well-served if she were within Marcia’s care, custody and control.   
Duly sworn to before me this 

_____ day of June, 2004
_____________________________
       ___________________________________________
 Notary Public
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