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Affidavit of Mary Jo Sherrill



I, Mary Jo Sherrill, first being duly sworn, deposes and states the following to be true under penalty of perjury.
        

            1. I live at 2609 Buttewoods Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 35243 and my phone number is 205-991-3028. I am currently staying with my daughter and granddaughter at 210 East 68th Street, 12l, New York, NY 10021 and can be reached at 1-205-585-1664.


2.   I have known William Kleinberg for 24 almost 25 years. I am Marcia Sherrill’s Mother and Anabelle Kleinberg’s Grandmother






3.   William Kleinberg did not accept our many offers to meet in their first year of marriage because as he said to Marcia “You are not Jewish and I will not marry you.” All the while stalking her and refusing to let her see other boys her own age. He demonstrated a control and a manipulation of her that has been exacerbated throughout the years.


4. For the first three years of Marcia and Billy’s relationship the fact that they were even dating was totally hidden from his immediate family, William insisted that “it is not worth upsetting them as I am going to break up with you as you are not Jewish.” All the while stalking her at her workplace and at the restaurants she worked in and on her modeling assignments. His secretive behavior with his family is a long-established pattern of deceit as they did not know that he was a 2 pack-a-day smoker (involving him pulling over on the freeway before the last 1 mile stretch to their home at a filling station and using mouthwash and toothpaste and cologne). They never knew about his sleeping with 100’s of women and hookers which he has bragged about openly to many people. Or his drug use.

5. The first time I met William Kleinberg he came to our house and was incommunicative and wore sunglasses indoors.


6. The first time I met any of his family was approximately four years later they had been dating and all four Parents (Kleinbergs and Sherrills they came to our home with their daughet, Arlene and one or two of her children ) wher they stayed for 15 to 20 minutes and then left. They were obviously distressed by Marcia not being Jewish. 

7. The second time the families met was in the week prior to their marriage in 1994 for a brief lunch. The families have never had what would be considered a normal extended family, in-law relationship although the Kleinberg’s are extremely close to the other In-Laws who are Jewish. They do not have non-Jewish friends. When I have been invited to Marcia’s Sister-in-Law’s Thanksgiving week Friday dinners I have happily gone and I have had a relationship with that sister’s Mother-in-Law, Nancy Goldstein and have sewn for the Jewish Congregation through the charitable sewing project at the local Synagogue.


8. I have extended myself to William’s cousins child was he was pursuing an acting/modeling career in Birmingham. As he lived in Montgomery I would pick him up and drop him off at Arlene’s house for shoots, commercials and films I had gotten booked for him.


9. I have made pillows for Williams Mother.


10. There has never been any relationship with anyone from our side of the family except my son, William Sherrill, who was employed by Marcia and William’s company, Kleinberg Sherrill, where he was cheated of pay and a percentage of the company and forced to do questionable banking transactions and avoid numerous debt collectors who constantly came to Marcia and William’s home.  And my older son and Daughter-in-law did stay one night at William’s parents on o long car trip. They were treated very kindly.

11. Marcia has had long and loving relationships with his family members quite independent of her relationship with William including Jason Schneider, Julie Schneider, Aaron and Amanda Marks, Alison Lebowitz, Jacob and Joshua Segal, Patricia Segal-Davis, (she was include in Marcia’s book on Breast Cancer PORTRAITS OF HOPE, Tim Davis, Marvin Schulwolf and his ex-wife Rose and their three children, Stevie Schulwolf and his 3 children, Lisa and Rick Goldstein and their 2 children, Williams aunts Gigi and Sarah (before her passing), Max Schulwolf,  William’s cousins Bonnie Varon and the Tim Davis family, his Grandmother (before her passing), Linda and Bob Taffet and their sons, David, Jay and Jefferson. All of whom she has spent nights with , family vacations, Passover Seders, High Holy Day dinners them hosted, weddings, bat and bar mitzvahs, funerals, .She was particularly close to his Uncle Sigmund Segal, Bobby and Sandy Segal. In short Marcia was always with his family and was a vital part of the large extended family.


12. William insisted on Marcia marrying him (they had a common-law marriage in Georgia and represented themselves as married to their Japanese clients, press etc and were written up in The Atlanta Journal and Constitution as :Marcia Sherrill and William are in what they describe as a common-law marriage”. Marcia had refused out of concern for his control issues. He insisted and assured her that he would Not try to control her, not take away her Christmas and not make her move to Atlanta. All of which promises he has broken.

13. William insisted that the wedding take place in three months with over 350 guests, putting Marcia and myself as the planners under tremendous pressures and allowing her only 2 and a half weeks before the wedding to come to Birmingham and do all the flowers, decorations,  food planning, music selection. He never acknowledged all of our efforts. I made the wedding dress, an original bridal gown and he never said “It’s lovely” or for that matter “Thank You.”
14. William wanted to immediately start a family so that Marcia conceived 3 weeks into the marriage despite their financial situation verging on business and personal bankruptcy and in fact William did not even have Maternity Insurance and had his Insurance agent put in a policy and convince Marcia to not see her gynecologist and dissemble about the date she conceived. Committing Insurance Fraud.

15. Marcia gave birth to Anabelle after 20 hours of labor and an emergency C-section. William (to save paying 2 rents for one month) rescheduled moving to a new apartment 72 hours after she was released following 24 hours of recuperation. She was still suffering and under treatment for the C Section incision. The dogs were left in the apartment so that Marcia returned to a house filled with urine and a broken air-conditioner.


16. During Anabelle’s infancy I never observed the normal smiling or cuddling or interchange between infant and parent. William had to be reminded to smile at Anabelle as Marcia had told him it was critical for early childhood development as she had read over a dozen books and started Anabelle reading with the Charles Dolan system from here earliest days. William did not read to his infant daughter or sing her to sleep it was always Marcia.

17. He will be hard pressed to refute this.


18. William has consistently controlled every aspect of their business and family life. Marcia’s only freedom came when she secured a “backer” or as they describe it-an equity partner-for their business. She wrote the business plan and lead all the meetings and Mr. Distenfeld, The partner, deemed Marcia the more valuable partner and paid her a direct salary and non to William giving her a Jaguar and Company trips to Italian Trade Shows even accompanying her once. 


19. except for this brief reprieve, Marcia has only earned from the Company $263 dollars a week without access to that accounts checkbook or even address, she must turn in to Mr. Kleinberg all receipts related to expenditures such as additional groceries or toothpaste  or Anabelle expenses not bought by housekeepers who have always earned more than Marcia. 

20. Marcia is allowed to visit her family twice a year if it involves airfare while Mr. Kleinberg in the last three month has gone alone to a bris in Chattanooga Tennessee, with Anabelle to Atlanta for a second cousins bat Mitzvah and this week for his parent’s anniversary to the beach in Florida. 


21. He decides on all money issues, finding an orthodontist without consulting her and then intentionally not telling her about appointments because he has a pattern of consistently denying her even routine dental care resulting several years back in her developing 13 cavities. He knows that she needs now urgent dental care and bladder surgery and will not “authorize “it.


22. Marcia is willing participant in Anabelle’s religious education, allowing her to be converted to Judaism (which Marcia studied long before she knew William at Vanderbilt University. She Prepares Holiday meals and invites his extended family over-only refusing this year as they have no drapes and the furniture  fabric is so old and torn from a pet dying over a long period (and which William will not contribute any money to re-upholster) that the stuffing is coming over and they smell of dead dog. 


23. William and Marcia were invited to Royal Ascot when Anabelle was three. I was invited to baby-sit Anabelle in Atlanta with their nanny, Mislin. Mislin weighs about 300 pounds and William admonished us “NOT TO BUY GROCERIES” as he had purchased groceries for the five days that they would be out of the country. He left exactly one small chicken, ¾ of a pound of hamburger and 1 pint of milk and perhaps some instant lemonade.

24. Upon their return from England there was no thank you only very close scrutinizing of the grocery and pharmacy receipts that were turned in to him less than 2 minutes after his return. 


25. I have never arrived in Atlanta to visit Marcia where there was the normal hello, only stony silence and a robotic stare but no eye contact.


26. Marcia and William would see our family in Birmingham twice a year at Christmas and Thanksgiving. WE (and Marcia) were never ever consulted about our dinner plans and for that matter we had to delay our Thanksgiving dinner until their Montgomery Family dinner was over. Marcia never knew travel or even daily plans and she along with Company employees wondered why Mr. Kleinberg never told anyone of his comings or goings and were never given hotel numbers ()before cell phones) or names. 


27. Marci and William have always had numerous trips with the Kleinbergs. And while he would bring Anabelle to Birmingham, and despite his assurance before marriage not to take away Christmas he now does not allow her even a wreath despite her constant begging and the pleading of their child for a small tree. If any Christmas decorations are mentioned Mr. Kleinberg blows up and Marci and I always decorate for Hanukah. I make sure to wrap Anabelle’s presents in Hanukah wrap and have decorations that are only secular and have told my daughter-in-law who is quite religious not to bring images of the baby Jesus etc into the home while Anabelle is there. One year, when Hanukah did not overlap Christmas I still put up a Menorah and Mr. Kleinberg became very angry with Marcia that I was not “Doing It Right,” Last year when William had forgotten both Hanukah wrap and Menorah candles I had them in my house in ample supply. Marcia is denied equal access to her family as they cannot afford it.

28. William is fond of telling Marcia how cheap I am and how much his parents give them despite the fact that my Husbands and my only source of income is Social Security and my husbands meager retirement from his city job as Building Inspector.

29. I am a sewer and have tried to help them with any bed skirts, duvet covers, pillow shams etc. 


30 William Kleinberg is rude, antisocial and condescending in my presence long before this divorce action he initiated. He has no social skills and has only a very few male friends in Atlanta and one in New York. He does not like women.


31. In the two weeks I have been in New York he has not spoken to me directly-or Marcia (except to complain about her wasteful cooking (using too much of one ingredient) or her using the expensive drycleaner when he never told her the name of the other insisting on taking the clothes himself but often “Forgetting” hers.


32. The nanny who Marcia has tried to fire for over  year when she left their child alone in the apartment was surly and rude and uncommunicative to me and prepared an inedible meal and refused to clean or change the bed. 

33. Mr. Kleinberg communicates only by email.


34. He speaks only to Anabelle.


35. In the quarter of a Century I have known him I have not known of not one single selfless act of kindness he has performed, no service, no charity, no mentoring while Marcia has not only written an important work of Breast Cancer (all proceeds donated to charity) started long before I was diagnosed, a play on cancer, 2 screenplays about Haiti, had countless intern/mentorship’s, helped people start businesses, designed their homes, designed business cards, written business plans,. For her thankless Nanny, she loaned her a $5,000.00 fur coat for 2 cold winters, got her prescription medicine for her high blood pressure and blood pressure, took her to New York Hospital and stayed with her 3 weeks ago for EIGHT HOURS. For this she washes her own windows, organizes all the drawers and closets, mops and cleans the floors, washes the walls etc...   


36. Marcia helps countless individuals, helping them enrich their lives and pursue their goals. She is a thoughtful, giving and caring person. She took care of Williams Mother after her Breast Cancer surgery alone while caring for his wheelchair bound Father. Changing bloody shunts, suppurating wounds, giving sponge baths and hand-washing her undergarments. Their family knows what she has done for them. Given them from and of herself for more than 20 years and I have often heard Mrs. Kleinberg tell people of the wonderful love and care she received from Marcia and say “I have not 2 daughters and a daughter-in-law but 3 daughters.” She beams rightly with pride.


37. Marcia is a devoted Mother to Anabelle and a devoted daughter to her parents and devoted sister to her brothers. She has legions of friends and William is jealous and threatened by all those who love her. He makes no one welcome at their “home” and where as before he moved in, everyone came to Marcia’s now people are not welcome. They meet her in the gym or the lobby to avoid him.


38. He brought about this divorce action as she organized her Goddaughters Bat Mitzvah, sewing all the table skirts, designing the invitations, ordering the food, designing the prayer book and buying the girls dress. She calligraphied all the invitations and sealed them with the girls stamp burning herself countless times and not complaining though during the day she was running around without an attorney at the Office of the Self Defended and representing herself pro se. How cruel of him to time his divorce action with this event she handled single-handedly for 65 guests and knowing as she emailed him every day (I saw her do it in Birmingham several times) that she needs bladder surgery and Dr. Chai is recommending surgery.


39. William needs to control Marcia. He has controlled her for all of her adult life. 


40. This is the key, I believe to Marcia’s present circumstances. He is jealous and because of that he is cruel and obsessed. Marcia is honest, fair and straight forward. She is kind and compassionate. William is devoid of these qualities. He is Dishonest- i.e. a husband and business partner in Kleinberg Sherrill who has lied to her about her 50% share and is trying to steal the company even having the Atlanta manager change the locks and refuse her a set when she was working there last week. He is Unfair-i.e. He does not know the meaning of the word or its concept. He describes himself as the “Master  Manipulator”. I would describe him as sociopath. He is devious. He lies and withholds information to emotionally abuse Marcia at every moment of everyday. Each day is a new terror; will there be money to rent a rig cleaner so Marcia can clean up after Anabelle had head lice? Will they be able to go with Anabelle's friends to The American Girl Doll store? Will he pay a vendor so Marcia can get samples ready for market? Will he get the clothes dry-cleaned? Will he let Marcia have her teeth cleaned? If Marcia is away she fears for her pet and returns to find Peach Blossoms bowls empty of food and water. Will he be drunk? Will he stalk her for sex? Will he put-down a painting she has done or a mural in the bathroom?  He is cruel. Only his wants or needs or Anabelle’s wants or needs are important. Marcia is neglected or left to try and take care of her needs often through the help of friends such as those who loaned her the money for her lawyer’s retainer.


41. Marcia’s life is intolerable. He has poisoned the atmosphere of the home she shares with her daughter. He ruins almost every aspect of their lives. He is a walking and talking example of what a Father and human being should NOT be.

42. Children learn by example. And Anabelle is being taught his warped views of life values. He is NOT a fit parent. 


43. His menacing behavior is escalating. His pattern of abusive behavior, with alcohol as a key factor is increasing. He is threatening in his attitude. I believe Marcia has been sick twice in 2 weeks due to this stress. He Doctor whom she consulted yesterday thought stress may underlie her sickness-the vomiting and diarrhea. 


44. I ma here in New York to protect Marcia as I believe this could become dangerous for her. He is losing control of his behavior. She is clearly a victim of emotional and economic abuse. Our concern for her physical well being should be duly noted and the court should act to remove him from the premises.  
Duly sworn before me this 

_____ day of June, 2004

_____________________________
       ___________________________________________

 Notary Public






Mary Jo Sherrill
